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Today:

● Going back to paper
● Benefits and challenges of handwritten assessments
● Gradescope overview
● Live product walkthrough

○ After this session: You can try grading in your own demo 
course!
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Benefits and challenges of 
handwritten assessments
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Types of Paper-based Assessments
Diagrams / Maps

Multiple choice

Short Answer

Show your work

Write
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Why do handwritten 
assessments persist? 

Paper’s strengths:

● Limits AI use
● Aligns with learning goals
● Pedagogical innovation
● Reduced distractions versus a digital tools
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Inside Higher Ed

Alonso, J. (2025, June 17). Amid AI plagiarism, more professors turn to 
handwritten work. Inside Higher Ed. Retrieved from 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/curriculum/2025/06/17/am
id-ai-plagiarism-more-professors-turn-handwritten-work#

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/curriculum/2025/06/17/amid-ai-plagiarism-more-professors-turn-handwritten-work#
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/curriculum/2025/06/17/amid-ai-plagiarism-more-professors-turn-handwritten-work#
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/curriculum/2025/06/17/amid-ai-plagiarism-more-professors-turn-handwritten-work#
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Inside Higher Ed:
Examples of AI-resistant Authentic Assessments

● In-class handwritten argumentative essays, completed 
over multiple sessions

● Flipped classroom writing activities with in-class coaching

● Brief handwritten reflections after discussions or readings

● Handwritten bluebook style exams — renewed interest at 
some universities

● Highlighting and annotating printed readings by hand to 
show engagement with the content

Amid AI plagiarism, more professors turn to handwritten work. 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/curriculum/2025/06/17/amid-ai-plagiarism-more-professors-turn-handwritten-work#
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Challenges of grading
paper-based assessment

For instructors:

● Time-consuming
● Fairness and consistency
● Providing feedback efficiently
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Gradescope 
Overview
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By the numbers globally

1.9B+
questions 
graded

1.8k+
universities

400k+
Instructors 
& TAs

5.4M+
students

—
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Expanded assignment types, 
including paper-to-digital assessment
Gradescope expands the assessment options in your LMS 
by offering a variety of assignment types to fit a wide range 
of unique course needs. 

Beyond the standard online assessment, Gradescope’s 
paper-to-digital grading workflow supports digitization 
and data gathering for handwritten assignments. 
Instructors can grade a variety of additional assignment 
types:

● Paper-to-digital exams/quizzes
● Handwritten homework/problem sets
● Bubble sheets
● Programming assignments
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How it works

Students complete assignments 
as they normally would. 

Instructors/TAs scan collected 
work or students upload 
assignments directly to 

Gradescope. 

Grade submissions online 
with dynamic rubrics. 

 

Return work digitally and 
manage regrade requests 

on Gradescope. 

 

Review grades and 
analyze results. 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Make the most of time spent grading:

● Highlighting and commenting directly on 
scanned student work

● Detailed scoring and point-associated 
comments

● Flexible, reusable rubrics built / adjusted  
before or during grading

Effective feedback, 
clear scoring, and 
structured rubrics

Short essay question 
on a French exam

Stéphanie Gaillard
Lecturer and Course Chair, French
Brown University
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Gradescope uses answer 
grouping and AI assistance 
make it easy to quickly grade 
and provide personalized 
feedback to students

● Grading with consistency across students 
and sections

● Avoid unintended bias 
● Managing student accommodations and 

regrade requests
● Reduce work setting up or duplicating 

assignments 

Short answer questions on 
a Spanish quiz

Alicia Munoz Sanchez
Academic Coordinator, Spanish, 
University of California, San Diego
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Flexible, Dynamic Rubrics
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Collaborative grading

Graders can easily access 
their assigned questions 

and grade from anywhere

Instructors have full 
visibility for grader 

management
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Teaching insights

Easily identify most 
common mistakes with 

rubric-level stats

Customize data with 
question tags to track 
key concepts, lecture 
eǤcacy, and more.
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Product Walkthrough
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Additional 
Resources 
Demo courses, regrade requests, student view, scanning tips, and 
demo courses
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Gradescope love
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Your demo courses include a fully guided tour 
that helps instructors and TAs who are new to 
Gradescope learn the basics.

Helping to…
Easily learn how to use Gradescope during 
onboarding

Get a guided tour of 
Gradescope
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—

The Assignment Examples demo course gives 
insight into how Gradescope can be used in in a 
wide variety of  disciplines.

Helping to…
Easily see (or show a colleague!) how Gradescope 
can support assessment in a specific subject 
area

Experience Gradescope 
for your discipline



Grading even faster: Keyboard shortcuts
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Student feedback and engagement

Grading is 
transparent 
for students

Student or instructor can 
download graded work

Feedback is 
pinpointed with 

annotations

Students can 
request a 

regrade at the 
question level
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Regrade 
Request 
Settings
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Scan with friends! Create an assembly line where each 
person manages a single activity:

● Cut off the corner 

● Scan * multiple submissions in one batch 

● Keep each batch of paper exams organized

● Automatically forward scanned files to a central 
and secure file location

● Give the scanned files a unique and recognizable 
filename

● Upload scanned PDF files to Gradescope

Best Practices for Scanning
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Thank you!
Q&A




